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VViieeww  ffrroomm  tthhee  BBrriiddggee……1111..1100..1100……VVooll..11  IIssss..  88   
Welcome to Ta-ri’s e-newsletter, provided as part of our mission to be a cultural bridge in the community. 

NNeeww  LLeeaaddeerrss  JJooiinn  TTaa--rrii
Congratulations and Welcome  
Our most recent Board meeting led to the 

election of new members to Ta-ri’s leadership.  

 

Effective January 2011, the following people will 

become part of our Board of Directors: 

 Lee Fritz 

 Michael Stanley (second term) 

 Wha Strohecker 

 Alyson Thomas 

These men and women will join Ryan Argot, 

Sarah Bronson, Maureen Irvine, Patrick Park, and 

Connie Wonder. 

 

Also effective in January, we gain a new 

Advisory Council member: 

 Patty Kim 

She will be a welcome addition to the current 

Advisory Council, consisting of Helen Aurand, 

Angela Blotzer, Jennifer Franklin, Osun Kwon, Erni 

Peterson, Bongrae Seok, Juliet Shin, Cindy 

Vriens, and Yong Yi. 

 

You can learn more about each of these roles 

on our website at ta-ri.org/Bylaws.htm. We rely 

on these leaders to guide and support the 

organization and to promote it among their 

peers and colleagues. Thanks to all who have 

given their time to Ta-ri by serving in leadership 

positions. We appreciate your efforts.  

 

 
 

An Interview with Sang-Eun Lee Bukaty 
In preparation for our book event on 

November 12, we recently talked to Grace 

Notes author Sang Bukaty about her book. 

Here is an excerpt of that conversation … 

 
Ta-ri: What compelled you to write Grace Notes? 

 

SB: Initially, I began to write when I realized 

how little my children, as well as most of the 

second generation knew about Korean 

heritage, traditions, or history.  We, in a way, 

neglected educating them on their heritage.  

 

Join us 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12 

for Ta-ri’s next book event 
featuring author  

SANG-EUN LEE BUKATY! 
Details on page 5 

 

http://www.ta-ri.org/Bylaws.htm
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Here are some points to consider:  

One.  As parents, we become involved in 

learning, adapting and adjusting our lives, 

which is necessary in crossing two cultures.   It 

is a natural process of becoming Americans.   

Two.  We, the parents, become somewhat the 

generation with no clear identity.  While we 

make America our home and establish a 

second and third generation Korean lineage, 

we gradually forget Korean language. As 

political, cultural and social systems and 

tendencies change, new descriptive words 

and expressions are constantly created.  And 

we are not kept up with them.                                                 

At the same time, we are not able to learn 

English as perfect as native Americans.  We 

will always speak with an identifiable speech 

pattern.  With the loss of communicating tool, 

we sadly become a generation with no 

language and no country.  We are neither full 

Koreans nor full Americans.   

Three.  The second generations only know 

themselves as full Americans.  They generally 

grow up not having any knowledge or interest 

in Korean heritage.  Thus, causing larger 

margin of generation gap.  

 

In this constantly changing world, the one 

thing that solidifies our identities is 

understanding and living our heritage, culture 

and traditions. It never changes and holds us 

together and eventually becomes our soul.   

I felt obligated to Korean legacy and felt I 

owed it to Korean parents to write my story, 

because it is all of the Korean parents’ stories.   

Because there was not a single book that is 

written of our entire experience of growing up 

in Korea as well as coming to America and 

living in America as Americans.  

 

God gave me two gifts:  I learned English well 

enough to write my story.  And I realized I had 

amazing memories.  

 

My personal stories encompass all aspects of 

Korean life … history and heritage, traditions 

and culture, the Korean War, family structure, 

the competitive school system, life as a 

foreign student, and raising American 

children. 

 

 

 

Ta-ri: What did you learn while writing the 

book? 

 

SB: I learned how similar my story is to all the 

Korean mothers, parents for that matter.  I also 

learned that it gave me a chance to re-

examine my life and learned a whole new 

respects to my deceased parents.  And how 

much I love my three daughters.  Most 

importantly, it re-affirmed my Christian belief.   
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Ta-ri: What words of advice do you have for 

recent Korean-American Immigrants? 

 

SB: In becoming Americans, do not neglect 

Korean traditions in everyday life.  And keep 

up the importance of the children’s 

education.   

 

Ta-ri: What do you miss most about Korea? 

 

SB: Family, old friends.  Emotionally, I will 

probably always live with the slight 

melancholia of living away from my home 

country, although I love living here and feel 

this is my home.  I guess that’s what I mean, 

when I say, we don’t have true identity.   

 

I remember, when Korea’s first president, 

Seung-Man Rhee was exiled to America, he 

moved to Hawaii for his final days. (a little 

closer to Korea) He said at his death bed, 

“even a tiger wants to go back to his birth den 

when he dies.”  

 

 
 

Ta-ri: What is the most interesting reaction 

you’ve gotten to your book? 

 

SB: A lot of Koreans wrote to me and said how 

much they appreciate me telling their story to 

the world.  They also said that they will make 

sure their children would read it.  American 

readers who were not familiar with Korean 

culture thought it was educational and 

enlightening.  

 

Educational organizations like Korea 

Academy, Program for Cultural 

Enhancement, saw the value in the book as 

Korean cultural reference/required reading 

material.   UC Irvine was the very first college 

who invited me to make a presentation at 

their Rainbow multi cultural Festival.  

 

Many women’s book club invited me to their 

review/discussion meetings. Many comments 

from book clubs were that they were taken 

back to the story, living the life of a Korean, 

which was refreshing because it is so different 

from the life they know.   

 

Join us Friday, November 12, to meet this 

author and hear even more about her story! 
 

 
Help With Local Fire Prevention Outreach 
Valerie Pritchett, an anchor for abc27 news, 

recently asked Ta-ri to help spread some 

important community news. In light of a 

recent Harrisburg fire that claimed five lives, 

abc27 news is partnering with the city to install 

free smoke alarms. City residents can call the 

Harrisburg Bureau of Fire at (717) 255-6464 

during business hours to set up an 

appointment. Firefighters will come into the 

home and install as many alarms as needed. 

The alarms are good for ten years with NO 

battery change. The firefighters will also put 

fresh batteries in existing alarms. Alarms have 

also been given to Carlisle Fire Department 

and five other departments in nearby counties 

for distribution to residents.  
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CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss    

aanndd  OOppppoorrttuunniittiieess  
Send submissions for this section to ta.ri_community@yahoo.com. We reserve the right to edit. 

 

Exhibition of S. Korean Artist/  

Grantham—now through November 24 
Climenhaga Fine Arts Bldg, Messiah College 

One College Avenue, Grantham, PA  17027  

Contact: Sherron Biddle, SBiddle@messiah.edu  

717-766-2511 x2322 

Free and open to public 

Gallery Hours:  

Mon.-Thur.: 9:00AM - 4:00 PM 

Fri.: 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM  

Sun.: 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
 

The Aughinbaugh Gallery presents the work of 

South Korean artist Lee Jong Suk.  
 

Special associated programs 

November 11, 6:30-7:30PM 

Student Response to Video Installation 

Presentations by Selected Students 

Aughinbaugh Gallery 
            

November 12, 7:00PM 

Book Reading/Reception: 

Author Sang-Eun Lee Bukaty, Grace Notes 

Co-sponsored by Ta-ri 

Atrium outside Aughinbaugh Art Gallery 

Light reception to follow 

 

Lee Jong Suk’s work is a contemporary video 

installation consisting of a series of four short 

videos that will loop continuously.  Lee uses 

the medium of video to explore the ways in 

which the growing urbanization of mankind’s 

environment affects the human experience. 

He uses the reoccurring metaphor of trees, 

either their incongruous presence in a city 

sidewalk or conspicuous absence from an 

urban skyline to address this very universal 

topic.  More on Lee Jong Suk at his website:  

jgraphy.com. 

 

 
Example of Lee Jong Suk’s art 

 

Korean Arts Festival—Haverford—now 

through December 12 
Haverford College 

370 Lancaster Avenue, Haverford, PA 19041 

Contact: hhc@haverford.edu  

www.haverford.edu/koreanartsfestival 

Free and open to the public 

 

Organized by Assistant Professor of Fine Arts 

Hee Sook Kim and Associate Professor of East 

Asian Studies Hank Glassman, the Korean Arts 

Festival offers traditional and contemporary 

Korean art, music, and performance.  

 

mailto:ta.ri_community@yahoo.com
mailto:SBiddle@messiah.edu
http://www.jgraphy.com/
mailto:hhc@haverford.edu
http://haverford.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e244922b14f22621a871eaccf&id=4c6afb7a95&e=711ec3f12b
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Author to Speak/ Grantham—November 12 
7:00PM 

Atrium outside Aughinbaugh Art Gallery 

Climenhaga Fine Arts Bldg, Messiah College 

One College Avenue, Grantham, PA 17027  

Contact: Sherron Biddle, SBiddle@messiah.edu  

717.766.2511 x2322 … or … 

Stacy Schroeder, ta.ri_community@yahoo.com 

717.574.3629 

Free of charge and open to the public 

 

Sang Bukaty will share stories and passages 

from her memoir, Grace Notes. Born in Korea 

to a wealthy politician’s family, Bukaty shows 

early promise as a cello prodigy. The Korean 

War changes her family’s fortune and at age 

twenty Bukaty migrates to the United States 

still dreaming of becoming a famous concert 

cellist. Her life as a Korean-American is not 

quite what she expects, but perhaps more 

than she had dreamed. More details at 

GraceNotesTheBook.com. Refreshments and 

book signing to follow; limited number of 

books available for purchase. 

 

Korean Konnection Dinner/ Camp Hill—

December 4 
1:00-4:00PM 

Camp Hill United Methodist Church 

417 S. 22nd St, Camp Hill, PA  17011 

Contact: Joanne Fritz, frtzdave@aol.com  

717.657.0966 

Cost: $15/family of four, $1/additional person 

Pre-registration necessary by November 21 

 

Join Families through Adoption for this 26th 

annual dinner hosted by Mr./Mrs. Jim Chon 

and friends. Event includes authentic Korean 

food, entertainment, and a visit from Santa.  

 

Diversity Luncheon/ Harrisburg—

December 11 
10:00AM-1:00PM 

PA State Museum 

300 North St, Harrisburg, PA  17120 

Contact: Varee Var, pairwn@pairwn.org  

717.433.0900 

Free Admission; bring a cultural dish to share 

Sponsored by PAIRWN, the Pennsylvania 

Immigrant and Refugee Women’s Network 

 

Just as each snowflake covering Pennsylvania 

is unique, so are the people from the various  

countries and ethnicities that make up our 

wonderful state.  Please join us to celebrate 

our unique cultural diversity and traditions in 

music, song, dance, with lots of good food 

and fellowship from around the world. 

 

DATE CHANGE! 

Korean Heritage Party/Camp Hill—

December 26 
Radisson Penn Harris Hotel/Convention Center 

1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill, PA 17011 

Doors open at 6:00PM; dinner at 7:00PM 

Contact: In Suk/Young Pak at 717.767.9565 

$50/person; tickets @ door or these local 

establishments: Chung’s Asian Market, 

DongYang Market, Golden Gate Restaurant, 

and Spring Garden. Contact info can be 

found online at Ta-ri’s handy local shopping 

directory. This is the Central Pennsylvania 

Korean Association’s annual bash, which 

includes raffle tickets for great prizes, 

entertainment, and more. 

 

SolNal Party/ New Cumberland—February 12 
2:00-4:00PM 

Foundation Hall, New Cumberland Public Library 

1 Benjamin Plaza, New Cumberland, PA 17070 

Contact: Stacy Schroeder/717.574.3629 

ta.ri_community@yahoo.com  

Free admission … donations accepted 

RSVP by February 4  

 

Join us to celebrate the Lunar New Year, 

central-Pennsylvania Korean-style! This 

gathering will include delicious Korean food, 

activities, a talent show, and time to socialize.  

All are encouraged to bring favorite snacks 

and games to share. If you would like to 

volunteer for this event, please let us know!  

More details will be available in the new year.  

 

RSVP and sign up for the talent show by 

February 4. We will email all registrants should 

wintry weather affect plans.    

mailto:SBiddle@messiah.edu
mailto:ta.ri_community@yahoo.com
http://www.gracenotesthebook.com/
mailto:frtzdave@aol.com
mailto:pairwn@pairwn.org
http://www.ta-ri.org/FoodShopping.htm
mailto:ta.ri_community@yahoo.com
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FFeeaattuurreedd  LLiinnkkss  
A Blog Devoted to Korea 
rjkoehler.com   

The Marmot’s Hole is a blog where people 

come to talk about Korea. It’s run by Robert J. 

Koehler, a magazine editor living in Seoul and 

a 10-year-resident of Korea. The blog mixes   

news and  discussion of “serious” topics such 

as Korean history, Korean politics, North Korea, 

the U.S. troop presence in Korea and regional 

geopolitics with less-serious fare. It’s not meant 

to be a sole source of information about 

Korea or representative of the country as a 

whole. Think of it as a fun chat with friends 

who care a lot about Korea.  
  

GGeett  IInnvvoollvveedd!!  
Ta-ri owes its lifeblood to volunteers and 

donors … even our staff work pro bono! We 

strive to use all gifts effectively and be as 

professional as we can. At the same time, we 

thrive on the informal community interactions 

that grow out of our events and work.  

 

If you have appreciated Ta-ri’s activities and 

services in the past and want to give back, we 

can find a place for you. Check out the list at 

right or give us a call and we’ll see what we 

can do together. 

Here are just a few ways we have identified: 

 Volunteer your time 

 Provide a financial gift  

 Donate resources 

 Share ideas  

 Advertise as a business supporter 

 Earn cash for Ta-ri while searching or 

shopping online via our Goodsearch 

toolbar  

 

We are deeply grateful to our existing leaders, 

staff, business supporters, and others  for their 

investment in Ta-ri. 
  

AAbboouutt  UUss  
Ta-ri was founded in 2005 and celebrates Korean-American culture 

and community in the south central Pennsylvania area. Our mission is 

to serve as: 

 community gathering "place"  

 central information source 

 visible presence and voice in the community  

 

    You can also find us at facebook.com/view.from.the.bridge   

 
Ta-ri is a project of fiscal sponsor The Foundation for Enhancing Communities  and as 

such enjoys 501©3 status as a non-profit. The official registration and financial 

information of The Foundation for Enhancing Communities may be obtained from the 

Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 

1.800.732.0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement. 

http://www.rjkoehler.com/
http://www.ta-ri.org/Time.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/Money.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/GResources.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/IdeaList.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/BusinessSupporters.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/Money.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/Money.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/Leadership.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/Leadership.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/BusinessSupporters.htm
http://www.ta-ri.org/Thanks.htm
http://www.facebook.com/view.from.the.bridge
http://www.tfec.org/

